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CELEBRATING 120 YEARS OF PURE MOTORCYCLING



1900s

PROJECT 
ORIGIN 

Royal Enfield - Since 1901. 
It’s a tagline you’ve probably heard or seen before.

It is also a point in time that carries considerable weight in 
the motorcycle heritage stakes as it makes Royal Enfield the 

oldest motorcycle manufacturer still in production.
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Royal Enfield’s VERY first production 
machine - or ‘MOTOR-BICYCLE’ was 
unveiled at the Stanley Cycle Show, 
London, exactly 120 years ago, in 
November 1901. 

It was powered by a 1 3/4 hp single cylinder engine 
mounted ahead of the handlebars and driven at the 
rear wheel by a stout, crossed-over rawhide belt. 
Unlike most other engines at this time, the Royal 
Enfield’s crankcase was horizontally split. This 
avoided the disastrous consequences of oil dripping 
onto the front wheel from leaky vertically split 
crankcases!

It cost exactly £50 when new, which is the 
equivalent of £4000 or 4700 Euros in today’s money.

It may have looked like a 
boneshaker but it proved 
to be the seed from which 
a dynasty was to grow.

However, all that remained of this 
very first Royal Enfield motor-
bicycle was a few period photos, 
as well as some illustrations, 
advertisements and newspaper 
reports from all the way back in 1901. 

No working model of this original 
motor-bicycle had been found to 
exist and consequently a major piece 
of Royal Enfield’s historical puzzle 
was missing.

3
R

O
Y

A
L

 
E

N
F

I
E

L
D

 
T

H
R

O
U

G
H

 
T

H
E

 
A

G
E

S

3.5 x

x
x

1900s



4

R
O

Y
A

L
 

E
N

F
I

E
L

D
 

T
H

R
O

U
G

H
 

T
H

E
 

A
G

E
S

R
O

Y
A

L
 

E
N

F
I

E
L

D
 

T
H

R
O

U
G

H
 

T
H

E
 

A
G

E
S

In the summer of 2020, a voluntary team of engineers and 
designers  at Royal Enfield’s UK and Indian Technical Centres, working 

in collaboration with Harris Performance and other experts from within 
the vintage motorcycling community, accepted the challenge to build a 

faithful working replica of the original 1901 motor-bicycle. 

 A journey of discovery and exploration 
began, with the team delving  back through 
the history books to unearth as much 
information and century old knowledge as 
possible about the pioneering era of two-
wheeled motorised transportation. 
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B R I T I S H  R O O T S  / /  I N D I A N  S O U L      S I N C E  1 9 0 1 19
0

0
s

The project quick became 
known as “Project Origin” 

the team combinED new-world 
technologies with old-world 
skills and practices to start 
the BUILD of a faithful working 
replica from the ground up. 



Operating the 1901 Royal 
Enfield is nothing like riding 
the motorcycles of today. 
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The rider starts the machine by 
pedalling. Once the engine fires, the 
carburettor is opened from tickover 
to the full-on position by a hand 
lever located on the right side of 
the petrol tank. Then the ignition 
timing is adjusted by another lever 
to achieve smooth running.

There is no throttle as such - speed is skillfully modulated by the use of a valve 
lifter which is opened by a handlebar lever. Lubrication is total loss; the rider has 
to squirt a charge of oil into the crankcase via a hand pump located on the left 
side of the cylinder. This will burn off after 10 to 15 miles at which point another 
shot of oil is required. Squirt too much oil and black smoke comes out of the 
exhaust… forget to do it and the engine seizes! 

As the build took form 
it was quickly apparent 

as to the level of 
craftsmanship and 

expertise that were 
required to manufacture 
certain component parts 

of the motor-bicycle.

THIS WHOLE PROCESS 
PERFECTLY demonstrates 

just how important we 
feel our heritage is. 

as the saying goes....
“...to know where you are 

going, you have got to 
know where you’ve 

come from. And that is 
Project Origin.”19
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------------
ROYAL ENFIELD  
"THROUGH THE AGES" 

SINCE .1901



1910s

MODEL
200 

The Model 200 was Royal Enfield’s first 2-stroke motorcycle 
and was unveiled at the London’s Olympia Motorcycle Show 

in November 1914

....three months after Britain had entered the war. 
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1910s

The Model 200’s top speed 
was close to 40 mph. Can you 
imagine riding at that speed 
with just a rubber block rear 
brake and the smallest bicycle-
type rim brakes on the 
front wheel?
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1920s

MODEL
350 SPORTS 

With the Model 350 Royal Enfield’s love affair with the middle-
weight 350 singles had begun and was to continue without

 interruption to this day.

 ...the model that cast the mould for generations of 
Royal Enfield engines to follow. 
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1930s

The Model 350 received a 
significant upgrade in 1925 
with a move to Royal Enfield’s 
own 350cc side-valve engine. 

It was designed in-house by Ted 
Pardoe, who went on to create 
the post-war Bullet and 500 
Twin. 
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1930s

1140cc
KX 

The 1930s was a golden era for Royal Enfield, with a best-selling 
model range and repeated successes in trials competitions. 

The Royal Enfield KX was promoted to the British public 
from 1937 until the outbreak of World War Two.
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1930s

Powerful enough to uproot trees, 
gutsy enough to haul a monstrous 
sidecar packed with a family and all 
their holiday luggage, dependable 
enough to be used as an unflagging 
workhorse by trades people who 
loaded their sidecars with bricks, 
mortar and all the tools of their 
trade - this was the formidable 1140cc 
Royal Enfield KX V-twin.
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1140cc
KX 

1930s



1940s

350 SIDE VALVE

WD/ C 
Royal Enfield has always shown adaptability, endurance and 

resourcefulness and this was never more evident 
than during WWII. 

 ...WD stands for War Department and C for Model C.
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1940s

In May 1940, the British Expeditionary 
Force was forced to retreat towards 
the beaches of Dunkirk. In the course 
of this retreat, vast quantities 
of equipment - tanks, trucks and 
motorcycles - were abandoned. 
The British War Department 
immediately placed large orders for 
Royal Enfield Model C motorcycles 
to be used by despatch riders and for 
convoy escort duties.
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350 
1940s

WD/C
SIDE 
VALVE



1950s

METEOR
700cc 

The early 50s were boom times for the British motorcycle 
industry with manufacturers competing fiercely for market share.

In November 1952 Royal Enfield entered the fray, 
top-trumping the rest by launching Britain’s largest 

parallel twin, the 700cc Meteor. 
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The early 50s were boom times for the British motorcycle 
industry with manufacturers competing fiercely for market share.

In November 1952 Royal Enfield entered the fray, 
top-trumping the rest by launching Britain’s largest 

parallel twin, the 700cc Meteor. 
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1950s

The Meteor 700 was charming to ride; 
Whether used for fast solo riding, 
touring, commuting or hauling a 
sidecar - the super Meteor quickly 
became a firm favourite with 
discerning riders and production 
continued until 1962.

The 1956 MotorCycle magazine 
road test proclaimed: ‘Touring 
character… luxurious specification… 
performance literally on tap.’
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1960s

THE CLIPPER

The Clipper’s fantastic value-for -money made it the model of 
choice for the budget conscious and the commuter - perfect for 

city exploration and remarkably low on petrol consumption. 

The unique ‘Airflow Fairing’ certainly helped take the 
edge off even the worst of the British weather! 
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1960s

THE CLIPPER had a detuned, and very 
quiet, all-iron cylinder and cylinder 
head - resulting in an engine that was 
super-smooth and revved sweetly. 

Even 5-times world champion, 
Geoff Duke, had something to say 
about the Clipper, “Modest in cost 
and remarkably low on petrol 
consumption, it will save you money 
mile after mile.” 
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1970s

INTERCEPTOR

736cc
The Interceptor encapsulated the essence of the 1960’s and 70s 

West Coast freewheeling lifestyle and was a dream machine 
for surfers and desert racers alike. 

The Interceptor was the last in a long line of parallel twins 
to be manufactured at the Redditch Factory, UK. 
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The Interceptor encapsulated the essence of the 1960’s and 70s 
West Coast freewheeling lifestyle and was a dream machine 

for surfers and desert racers alike. 

The Interceptor was the last in a long line of parallel twins 
to be manufactured at the Redditch Factory, UK. 
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1970s

Powerful and imposing, the 120 mph 
Interceptor was also easy to ride, 
with precise, rock-solid handling 
and an impeccably smooth engine 
thanks to a dynamically balanced 
one-piece crankshaft. 

Its raw yet handsome good looks, 
have ensured that it remains one of 
the most sought after classics to 
this day.
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INTERCEPTOR
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1980s

BULLET

First launched in 1932, the Royal Enfield Bullet is the 
longest running production motorcycle in the world and in 2022 

will celebrate its 90th anniversary. 

No wonder the saying goes: 
“Made Like A Gun, Goes Like A Bullet!”
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1980s

From Milan to Montreal; London to 
Lisbon; San Francisco to Sydney - the 
Bullet HAS captured the imagination 
of those who love nothing more than 
to don an open-face helmet, flying 
goggles, a waxed jacket and white 
silk scarf, AND go for a ride…

Nostalgic, charming and fun TO 
ITS CORE - THE LEGENDARY BULLET IS 
A TRUE ICON.  
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1990s

THE ENFIELD
DIESEL 

Fuel efficiency has always been a high priority for Indian 
commuters. Royal Enfield met the need for a super-economical 

motorcycle with a creative solution….the Enfield Diesel. 

Powered by  a humble 6.5hp, it was never going to set any 
speed records but  was much loved for its 

economy and reliability.

22

R
O

Y
A

L
 

E
N

F
I

E
L

D
 

T
H

R
O

U
G

H
 

T
H

E
 

A
G

E
S

R
O

Y
A

L
 

E
N

F
I

E
L

D
 

T
H

R
O

U
G

H
 

T
H

E
 

A
G

E
S

B R I T I S H  R O O T S  / /  I N D I A N  S O U L      S I N C E  1 9 0 1 



Fuel efficiency has always been a high priority for Indian 
commuters. Royal Enfield met the need for a super-economical 

motorcycle with a creative solution….the Enfield Diesel. 

Powered by  a humble 6.5hp, it was never going to set any 
speed records but  was much loved for its 

economy and reliability.
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1990s

Launched in 1993, the Enfield Diesel 
was an unflagging workhorse, 
hailed as ’probably the world’s most 
economical motorcycle’ due to its 
mind-boggling fuel efficiency: 
70kmpl or 197mpg.

In India Farmers, traders, contractors 
and small business owners, who 
needed to travel long distances while 
carrying heavy loads, cherished the 
frugal MACHINE!
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2000s

CLASSIC

Unveiled in October 2008, the Classic very quickly became 
aspirational and went on to become the largest selling Royal 
Enfield model of all time….over 2 million and still counting.

The original design brief was to be both progressive yet 
embracing of the past - to develop a motorcycle that was 

both forward thinking and timeless.
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2000s

The Classic’s new UCE (unit 
construction engine) was 
fundamental to its success. It was 
clean running, low on maintenance 
and gave much improved reliability 
while retaining the all-important 
long-stroke torquey characteristics 
and thumping exhaust note that had 
endeared the push-rod, overhead 
valve, single cylinder Bullet to 
generations of owners.

3.5 x

x
x

CLASSIC
2000s

500



2010s

CONTINENTAL

GT 535
From the 60’s onwards, the Continental GT has been our 

quintessential cafe racer for one  generation after the next.   

The GT 535 chassis was designed in the UK by Harris 
Performance, no less, so it had impeccable handling too.
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From the 60’s onwards, the Continental GT has been our 
quintessential cafe racer for one  generation after the next.   

The GT 535 chassis was designed in the UK by Harris 
Performance, no less, so it had impeccable handling too.
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2010s

The global launch began one chilly 
morning in September 2013 at the 
world famous Ace Café, London. En 
masse, bikers roared through the 
streets of THE CAPITAL before the 
roadsides turned greener and more 
winding, and the machines could 
finally stretch their legs following 
the legendary route down to the 
Brighton coast made infamous by 
Sixties’ Mods and Rockers.
 

3.5 x

x
x

CONTINENTAL

2010s

GT 535



2020s

The Interceptor, along with the Continental GT 650, was 
the first twin cylinder motorcycle to be produced by Royal 

Enfield since 1970.

Its classic styling recalls a golden era for Royal Enfield. The 
original Interceptors quickly became part of California’s 

sun-drenched culture, serving as two-wheeled 
expressions of fun and freedom.
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2020s

Despite these links to the past, the 
Interceptor 650 is an entirely new 
motorcycle designed from the ground 
up BY Royal Enfield’s development 
teams in India and at its state-of-the-art 
technology centre at Bruntingthorpe, UK. 

The result iS a motorcycle that’s dynamic 
and responsive; nimble in the city, planted 
on the highways and terrific fun in the 
twisties. EASY GOT BACK. 
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CELEBRATING 120 YEARS OF PURE MOTORCYCLING


